
Disposing of manures  
and effluent to land 

WHAT DO I NEED TO DO?

Do I have less than 20m3 per month of manure (not effluent) to dispose of to land?

Do I have ’manure’ or ‘effluent’ to dispose of?
• Manure means livestock faecal matter, including a mixture of manure and biodegradable animal bedding 

such as straw or sawdust.

• Effluent means livestock faecal matter in liquid form, and wastewater from collection or treatment systems 
that are ancillary to livestock management.

You must establish a 'lawful place' in order to dispose of manures and effluent. Your obligations 
regarding how to do this will depend on the volumes involved and the use to which the material 
will be put. 

What is Lawful Place?

A ‘lawful place’ is a place that is authorised to receive that particular type of waste.  
The questions below will help you work out what you need to do to establish lawful place.
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The content of this publication including any statements regarding future matters (such as the performance of the dairy industry or initiatives 
of Dairy Australia) is based on information available to Dairy Australia at the time of preparation. Dairy Australia does not guarantee that the 
content is free from errors or omissions and accepts no liability for your use of or reliance on this document. Furthermore, the information has 
not been prepared with your specific circumstances in mind and may not be current after the date of publication. Accordingly, you should 
always make your own enquiry and obtain professional advice before using or relying on the information provided in this publication.

© Dairy Australia Limited 2022. All rights reserved.

This fact sheet covers the most common issues facing the dairy farm sector and is for general information purposes only. It is not intended to be comprehensive of all situations 
facing dairy farms. It does not constitute legal advice. You may need to seek specialist advice for your particular circumstances. 
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Will I be using the manure and/or effluent as a soil amendment or for irrigation?3
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